Introduction to American Sign Language
Fall Term 2011
Instructor: WinWolfz
Instructor Contact: WinWolfz@gmail.com, Reddit User Name: WinWolfz, Skype Name: WinWolfz
TA:  Canukkat (rambaldi.kat.47@gmail.com) available on skype (canukkat) and gtalk
Office Hours: Via Skype or Google Hangout by Appointment (Please email for an appt)

Hello and Welcome to the wonderful world of American Sign Language! Learning a new language can always be a challenge, so I hope I help you find the resources and skills needed to interact with members of the deaf community! If at any time you have questions, concerns, or other comments, please feel free to email me, or message me via the Reddit University site!

This course will be separated into 26 lessons (13 in the main class, then 13 more at the end of class for you to work on yourself if you’d like to continue), with a lesson put up onto the website every Tuesday (1 lessons per week) over the course of 13 weeks. The class will begin on Sept 13 and continue until Dec 7. A full list of the lessons to be presented will be at the end of this syllabus.

Class Expectations/Learning Goals

· At the end of this course you will be able to:
· Fingerspell the entire ASL alphabet
· Count in numbers up to 1 million
· Have basic conversational skills in ASL
· Have the ability to find additional resources to continue learning!

Classroom Resources

· Class page: http://asl.winwolfz.com
· All lesson videos, handouts, self-test and other class information will be presented on this page.
· Textbook Resources:
· These textbooks/CDs are OPTIONAL, however they are what I will be using to teach the course, and it may be beneficial for you to have the text in order to follow along with the class.
· Book:  Learning American Sign Language by Tom Humphries and Carol Padden  1st edition 1992
· This book is available on Amazon for approx 6 dollars. There are newer versions available if you would like a more updated text, however this older version is still a great resources for basic ASL skills
· CD Rom/Video Series:  Instant Immersion- American Sign Language
· This CD set is available on Amazon for around 6 dollars. It is a great resource as it provides a video dictionary and other useful video tools. Having a video resource is important to see how to properly sign
· Online Dictionary Resource:  http://www.aslpro.com/
· This is a free online resource with access to video dictionaries, as well as self-quizzes and other online ASL resources

Lesson Set-Up/Homework/Self-Assessments

· Each Lesson will be in this format:
· Downloadable Handout for assigned lesson with attached self-quiz
· Video 1: Vocabulary to learn for the lesson
· Video 2:  Using vocabulary in sentences
· Video 3: Self-Quiz Questions
· OPTIONAL: Turn in a video of you making a sentence with the learned vocabulary words for assessment by the instructor



How do I get more experience?

· It is HIGHLY recommended you find a study-buddy in the class to practice with at least an hour weekly (or an in-person friend) via Skype or Google hangout. The more chances you have to practice, the easier it will be to learn and understand the language!
· Self-quizzes will be posted at the end of each lesson, with the answers posted on the bottom of the lesson handout. Use this as a chance to test your understanding of the lesson that week!
· This class is NOT graded, however if you would like to turn in a video of you using your new vocabulary in a sentence or conversation, I will happily provide feedback!
· Please use your teacher and TA as resources! We are happy to set up office hour appointments for practicing vocabulary, or answering questions.

I hope you have a wonderful time in this class, and learn a lot!

Lessons
· Week 1
· Learning the ASL alphabet and basic numbers
· Week 2
· Introductions and Personal information
· Week 3
· Learning ASL, objects around you
· Week 4
· Politeness, Asking directions
· Week 5
· Describing objects/people
· Week 6
· Requesting actions
· Week 7
· Learning to express you!
· Week 8
· More descriptions
· Week 9
· Family and Friends
· Week 10
· Even more descriptions!
· Week 11
· Talking about the house and life
· Week 12
· Food and Shopping
· Week 13
· Helping and Declining / Class Wrap up
· Remaining Weeks/Self Study
· Express yourself more!
· Talking about experience
· Talking about the future
· Giving directions
· Giving advice
· Opinions
· New Activities
· Travel
· Occupations and Professions
· The Body, Health, Emergency Situations
· Current Events
· How things are Done
